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A.~: a c,:'niiimer i n t e r e s t e d  in p r o t e c t i n g  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  i n n o v a t i o n ,  aid 
I t - ~ i t i ~ m a t e  'use <if c a b l e  TV contenr, I u r g e  you t o  r e f u s e  r e q u e s t s  fur 
~ r ~ i v t i . '  of 47 CDt2 76.1204 ( a )  (1) by NCTA, C h a r t e r ,  Verizon, and a l l  
o-:ler c a b l e  p r o v i d e r s .  The F C C ' s  i n t e g r a t i o n  ban, which i n  e f f e c t  
re . luires  c a b l e  companies t o  i n t e g ; a t e  CableCARDs i n t o  t h e i r  o w n  
c-e:-top boxes, remains ,good p o l i c y  today. 

Plor.r t e i r  :rears aitek t h e  TeLrrornmuriications A c t  of 1 9 9 6 ,  c a b l e  
c:'!rpanies have draggeil t h e i r  feet~ long  enough on c o m p e t i t i v e  
a.' e r n a t i v e s  tto p r o p r i e t a r y  Let - top  boxes ,  t h u s  hampering i n n o v a t i o n  
arm1 i , S r m i  n y  consumers. T h e  i n t e a r a t . i o n  ban w i l l .  a l s o  h e l p  market  

i 4 ; e t i  t i o r i  prevent  f u r t h e r  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on c a b l e  s u b s c r i b e r s '  a b i l i t !  
tc mzkcx  l e g i t i m a t e  U S ?  of r e c o r d e d  c o n t e n t .  

By a d o p t i n g  c o n t e n t  p r o t e c t i o n  l i m i t s  ( encoding  r u l e s )  i n  docket  no. 
97-01;, t h e  Cominission r e c o g n i z e d  the importance of a l l o w i n g  consumers 
t r '  m a k e  c e r t a i n  u s e s  of TV ccnter l t ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of a p a r t i c u l a r  c a b l e  
p! .~  v i  3er ' .s  o r  copyright:  holder's wishes. W i t h  c o m p e t i t i o n  s p u r r e d  on 

e g r a t i o n  ban,  consumers xould have t h e  freedom t o  choose the 
r i c t i v e  cable-conpatibl r d e v i c e  a v a i l a b l e .  The CableCARD 

sr.~!r:.da?3 a l r e a ' i y  p r e s c r i b e s  r e s t r i z t i o n s  t h a t  harm consumers by 
l i r , i  t i l i b2  n o n - i n f r i n g i m ~  uses, and s u c h  r e s t r i c t i o n s  will get even 
~.~ \ - ~ i s r  i f  c a b l e  ~ > r o v i d e i . s ~  s e t - t o p  hoxes a r e  unchecked by c o m p e t i t i o n .  

P l e a s e  ieiuse r e q u e s t s  f o r  w a i v e r s  of 4 1  CFR 76.1204(a) (1). 
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